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28 March 1949

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL COUNSEL

SUBJECT: S. 247 - National Science Foundation Act of
1949

1. It appesrs to me that the proposed Act does not adequately
provide for the safeguarding of scientific intelligence and informa-
tion. BSection 10 (g) specifically authorizes the Foundation to fur-
ther the dissemination of information of sclentific value, providing
only the limitetion thet such dissemination must be "econslstent with
the nationel interest". GSec 14 (1) gives the Foundation full and
independent authority tgc etﬁﬁmgne regulations and procedures for the
security classificetion®s ormetion, providing only the very small
limitetion that the Foundation shall "consult¥ with the Secretery of
Defense in the case of informstion vhich has military significance.

2. The Act appears to include no machinery for the solution of
conflicts between (a) the Foundation's desire to disseminate a given
plece of information, and (b) the need to restrict such disseminstion
in the interests of the national security, particulerly when the in-
formation in question is not of specifically'militazy'significance.

3. The Foundation might readily obtain access to highly clessi-
fied seientific intelligence, perhaps collected overseas through clan-
destine means, and then insist upon its right to disseminate that
intelligence or information to whomever it chose. Who, in such a
case, would be responsible for determining that the disseminstion wag
not "consistent with the nationel interest" and therefore should not
be made?

4. It seems to me that it would be well to provide, in the Act
itself, that the Foundation should be restrained from lowering the
security classification of any foreign intelligence or information of
a sclentific or technieal nature,’ and that it should not disseminate
such intelligence save with the prior approvel of the DCI.
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